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broadcasts the Nationalist Government had claimed the
best intentions in this respect. One could trust these
intentions because the expatriation of its enemies would
suit it both socially and politically, since the reconstruction
of Spain could never be undertaken in an atmosphere of
hatred and bloodshed.

It was not to be supposed that there would be no
objection to the choice made of representatives for the
National Council of Defence in peace negotiations, since
these were military commanders of known responsibility,
and since our choice had taken into account the military
complexion of the Nationalist Government, and had cut
out all political representatives.

In a meeting of the council which took place on the gth,
these points were approved and we authorised a document
to be drawn up as follows:

"The National Council of Defence, living expression
of Republican Spain, constituted to act rapidly and
effectively to secure that peace which is so much
desired by all Spaniards, has not been able to act
until the present moment in this, its chief mission and
the only reason for its existence, because certain
Communist elements have carried on an armed
rebellion against its authority, forcing it to take its
attention from fundamental matters to keep public
order.

"Fortunately the movement has been suppressed
and has served to show once more that the Council has
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